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The Past and Present of Bat Trang Ceramic
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Abstract

Located on the outskirt of Hanoi, Bat Trang is well known for high-quality a traditional
ceramic village. With regard to origins, there are many legends about the formation of the
village. According to Complete Annals of Dai Viet, Bat Trang firstly appeared in 1352. On
the other hand, according to the historical epic, people from Bo Bat Commune, Ninh Binh
province settled in this land under Ly Dynasty (1010 - 1225). When King Ly Cong Uan relo-
cated the capital in Thang Long, many businessmen, crafters from many areas go to settle
down there. Many potters came and built the kilns in Bat Trang because this village is lo-
cated in an area rich in clay. Lying on the edge of the Red River, between Thang Long and
Pho Hien which are two ancient trade centers in the north of Vietnam during 15th — 17th
century, Bat Trang’s ceramics were favorite products not only in domestic market but also
foreign ones thanks to Japan, Chinese and Western trading boats that passed by. However,
in the 18th-19th century, the ceramic products couldn't be exported to foreign countries be-
cause of the restricting foreign trade policy of Trinh, Nguyen dynasty. Only since 1986,
thanks to economic reforms and development, more attention has been vested in the vil-
lage and the world gets a chance to know more about Vietnamese ceramics through im-
pressive high quality exported ceramic products of Bat Trang. Nowadays, Bat Trang ce-
ramic products are famous for not only in Vietnam but also in other countries in the world.
The products of the villages has been exported to some countries like Japan, Korea, Amer-
ica, and members of European Union since 1990.

Key Words: Bat Trang Ceramic, Traditional ceramic village, Vietnamese ceramics
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